
BUILDING TRACEABILITY GUIDANCE 
FOR THE MEAT AND POULTRY 

SUPPLY CHAIN

How Industry and Government are 
Collaborating to Strengthen Traceability



OVERVIEW OF TOPICS

ÅHighlights of Implementation Guidance 
contained in the upcoming industry document 
for US meat and poultry chain

ÅReflections on traceability factors that 
complicate traceabilityfor meat and poultry 
and other fresh foods

ÅLessons learned from the collaboration effort



DEVELOPMENT OF MEAT & 
POULTRY IMPLEMENTATION 

GUIDANCE



Approach to Development
ÅAssembled suppliers, retailers, and others for 

non-competitive collaboration effort

ÅSupplier and retailers worked as teams; 
requirements synthesized for shipment, 
pallet, case, and consumer item

ÅDefinedMinimum Requirements andNext-
StepBest Practices

ÅGuide in final review now, release expected 
when consensus complete



Guide Objectives
ÅTo providepractical application guidance for a 

specific supply chain ςmeat and poultry

ÅTo create a unified approach for managing the 
complexities of the supply chain

ÅTo show industry initiative in managing its 
traceability issues

ÅComplement GS1 Produce Traceability 
Implementation Guide issued July 2009



Why mpXML?

ÅA not-for-profit trade association working 
with global logistics standardssince 2000

ÅOther effortshave created guidance for:

ïMaster Data synchronization;

ïProduct classificationcodes;

ïEDI transaction messages; and

ïCountry of origin labelingcompliance



mpXML Members



Why is USDA Involved?

ÅUSDA Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) 
one of initial mpXML sponsors in 2000

ÅAMS acts as impartial facilitator

ÅSees traceability as a critical component of 
orderly marketing

ÅSees e-commercesystems as facilitator of 
orderly marketing systems and of traceability



²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DǳƛŘŜ
ÅIntroduction
ÅKey Traceability Standards
ÅTraceability Principles
ÅMeat and Poultry Supply Chain Overview
ÅMinimum Requirements for Traceability
ÅBest Practices for Traceability
ÅMeat and Poultry Recalls
ÅSummary
ÅAppendix and Reference Documents


